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Farmingville,  NY  –  Recently,  C ounc ilwomen  V alerie  M .  C artright
(s tanding,  left)  and  Jane  Bonner  (s tanding,  right)  attended  the
ins tallation of officers  of the  V igiano  Brothers  Lodge  #3436  O rder
Sons  of  I taly  in  A merica.  The  event,  held  at  the  Town's  Rose
C aracappa  Senior  C enter,  was  attended  by  friends ,  family,  lodge
pres idents  and  dignitaries  who  celebrated  with  the  officers  and
members . The V igiano Brothers  Lodge was  founded in 2008  and was
named for P ort Jefferson res idents  John V igiano Jr., a New York C ity
firefighter, and Joseph V igiano, a New York C ity police detec tive. O n
September 11, 2001, both V igiano brothers  responded to the call to
the  World  T rade  C enter, and  both  were  killed  while  saving  others .

The  lodge  holds  various  fundrais ing  and  soc ial  events  throughout  the  year,  and  the  money  raised  is  us ed  for
scholarship  awards  for local  s tudents . In addition, money  is  donated to  several  charities  supported  by  the  O rder
Sons  of I taly in A merica.

"I t  is  my  privilege  to  attend  the  ins tallation  of officers  tonight. I  thank  immediate  pas t  pres ident  Rotoli  for  the
invitation. The O rder of Sons  of I taly in A merica is  the oldes t and larges t organization of I talian A merican men and
women in the United States  and this  lodge does  commendable  work in our area inc luding providing scholarships  to
s tudents ,"  s tated  C ounc ilwoman C artright. "The  I talian  culture  is  one  that  so  many  A mericans  identify  with  and
celebrate, and we are fortunate to have this  lodge in operation in our community," the C ounc ilwoman added.

“A s  always , it was  a pleasure to spend time with my friends  from the Sons  of I taly,” said C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner.
“They are a very community-minded organization who are ready to help whenever needed. C ongratulations  to all the
incoming officers  and thank you to the outgoing officers  for your service.”

Las t November, the Town of Brookhaven hos ted the firs t "Tas te of I taly –  A n I talian A merican Heritage and C ulture
Event," which was  co-sponsored by the O rder Sons  of I taly.
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